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Using Norway’s Digitalarkivet 
Fred Matson 
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What is it?  Norwegian archived records available to the world public on 
the Internet. 
 
What records?  Norway census, Norway Church records, Norway emigrant 
records and other. 
 

How do I access it?  Go to http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629 
 

Are these records in English?  No. These are Norwegian records in 
Norwegian. There is an English option for some instructions and choices.  
 

Is there a cost or fee?  No. Norway believes these records should be 
available to the public free of cost.  
 

Digitalarkivet: Summary 
 
Norwegian Census: Full Norway census is available for: 1801, 1865, 1900 
and 1910. These records are converted from handwriting to type. They are 
searchable and include: name, residence at census and others living there; 
age/birth year; birth place; occupation; married status and other information.     
 
Norwegian Church Registers: Original documents from church books are 
scanned. They are pictures. Some records can be searched. Others are 
viewed page by page. Records include: Birth/Baptism; confirmation; 
marriage; death/burial; and incoming/outgoing church members.  
 
Other Databases: Emigrant, probate and other records are also available at 
Digitalarkivet. Many of these record groups are limited in scope.  
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Digitalarkivet: Overview 
 
Go to: http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629 . Click on the English 
language option as needed. 
 

Review Digitalarkivet HOME Page content. Save or bookmark this WEB 
site address for future reference. This is where you begin using 
Digitalarkivet service.  
 
Note “Shortcuts” at the HOME Page. These are links to available records 
and searches. Data Base Selector found also on the HOME Page under “Find 
Sources”, has the same data but in a different format. 
 
In this paper, by example, we will do census search; locate pictures of 
original church records; and search ship registers to find Emigrants. 
 
My recommendation, first learn the census search process and how to locate 
original church records. Then, searching for other records under the “The 
Database Selector” will be much less difficult.   
 
Digitalarkivet is in the middle of a major improvement project. Suffice to 
say that this transformation results in Digitalarkivet changing by the day. 
The Digitalarkivet HOME Page reports these changes as they occur.  
 
One major change is in census search tools. By example, the older census 
search process is used for 1801 Census and the more recent census search 
process for Census 1910. Check them out on the HOME page. Also, if you 
choose the English look option on any page, the page may convert the page 
to the 1910 census search look. All this is part of the transition. Very likely, 
the goal is for all censuses to be searched by the new process. 
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Digitalarkivet: Census Search 
 
Under “Shortcuts” of the Digitalarkivet Home page is a list of available 
censuses. You can search these census records.  
 
Step 1: Go to: http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629 . Click on 
1865 Census Year.  This is the new tool. Censuses will be searched in either 
this new 1910 format or in the older format (eg. 1801 Census). Ignore the 
1900 label if still there. Click the English flag (upper right). Note three 
search columns: Geography, Information on Person and Information on 
Residence.  
 
Step 2: Continue the Search (by example). Search for Edvard Wullum in the 
1865 Norway Census. While you can search all of Norway (choose all), it is 
better to search by fylke (county). This search system identifies the 1000 
most relevant finds and 1000 may not include some you want. 
 

Step 3: At Geography: under Sør Trøndelag fylke box, click + and check 
only (1601)Trondheim. Press Enter. Only 1000 most relevant are shown in 
the result. Click “Open Search Form” link, upper right. This returns you to 
the search form to add more choices. Your 1st search for Trondheim is in 
tact. Add more choices to get close to 1000 possibles:  
 
Step 4: At Information on Person: First Name = *var* for Edvard . Press 
Enter. * is a wild card in the search. In this case, any letters can be before 
and after var. Limit the search to dependable parts of a name. You have 
likely safely not missed any possibility and are within 1000. 
 
Step 5: Click “Open Search Form” link to get back to your search. Add, 
Last Name = *um* for Wullum . Press Enter. Result = 4. The likely person 
is Edevard Wollum, different spelling than thought, but very close.  
 
To learn more about Edevard Wollum, click on the hot link, his name. This 
information when compared to what else is known about Edvard Wullum 
should help decide whether the two men are one. 
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Digitalarkivet: Digitised Parish Registers Search 
 
Norway vital records were maintained by the local parishes (church). These 
records were hand written in books by the priest (pastor). Often, family 
could not read or write. It was left to the priest to record what he heard them 
say. So, names are often spelled differently across records. Different 
spellings of the same name are not unusual.  
 
Currently, many church records in Digitalarkivet must be reviewed page by 
page. This is rapidly changing so that all church records will, in time, be 
computer searchable.  From the Digitalarkivet Home Page, under Shortcuts,  
“Searchable Parish Records” is where to find whether the record you search 
is a searchable parish record.  Learn both processes.  
 
Now, by example, we will find the birth of Einar Wullum born 30 Aug 1875 
in Trondheim, son of Edvard Wullum of our earlier 1865 Census search. We 
will 1st assume it to be non-searchable , and 2nd  searchable. This particular 
record can be found each way. 
 

Non-searchable Parish Register Process  

 
Step 1: Go to: http://www.arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629 . Click 
on “Digitised Parish Registers” under the Shortcuts. Choose English option. 
 

Step 2: On left, “Select County”, choose Sør-Trøndelag. Here is a list of all 
available church books for Sør-Trøndelag. 
 
Step 3: Under “Select Parish” choose Trondheim/Vår Frue Kirke. Click 
Submit. We happen to know this is the church of his birth.  
 
Step 4: You could make more choices. Or, with the short list of registers, 
just choose one which covers 30 Aug 1875. But for this example, change the 
“Indicate Period” to 1875. Click Submit. We have 6 relevant registers.  
 
Step 5: Click on the last register listed. Now, notice the new information to 
choose from, type of record and date.  
 
Step 6: Under “Birth and Baptism”, click on the (041) next to 1875. This is 
a scan (picture) of the original register (book).   
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Step 7: Before you proceed, review the look and function of this WEB page. 
Notice, across the top you have options to change the image size, image 
information and whether to have a page header. Try these options. Notice, 
just above the picture of the book, you can enter the exact page, page 
forward and backward by 1, 5 or 20 pages, go to the front of the book or to 
the back; choose New Selection to restart your from scratch; choose My 
Selection to return to your specific selection to choose another register to 
view; or, choose Contents Page which takes you to more records for the 
same church. Note, you can print what you find, there is a Help link of 
partially Norwegian and English.  
 
My recommendation, always have the Image Information viewable. This 
information includes three very important items: the first line is the source; 
the second line is a link to whatever page is being viewed; and the third line 
is a picture. The second line is especially valuable to share your source and 
from this location you can page both forward and backward.  
 
Step 8: We continue, adjust the size of the view to 100%. Page forward to 
locate the 30 Aug 1875 birth and baptism. Remember, these records are 
recorded chronologically by baptism date but the 1st column is the birth date. 
Review both columns. 
 
Step 9: We have found the record. It is the 199th baptism of the year. Einar 
Johannes is baptized 3 October 1875 and his parents, their ages, years 
married, residence and sponsor names, all in Norwegian, are listed.  
 
Here is the full source record taken from the page of this baptism: 
 
Source information: Sør-Trøndelag county, Vår Frue kirke in Trondheim, Parish register 
(official) nr. 602A16 (1873-1879), Birth and baptism records 1875, page 59.  
Permanent pagelink: 
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?idx_kildeid=3031&idx_id=3031&uid=ny&idx_si
de=-62 
Permanent imagelink: http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-
kb20060126030123.jpg   
 

You may print or save and share anything you find in these on line 

Norwegian Digitalarkivet church records. 
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Searchable Process for Same Record, Same Location 

 

Now, we will locate the same record, in the same location by searching.  
 
Step 1: At the Digitalarkivet HOME Page, under Shortcuts, click 
“Searchable Parish Records”.  Choose English.  
 
Step 2: Under “Database Selector”, choose County = Sør-Trøndelag; 
Municipality = 1601 Trondheim; Source Category = Church Registers; sub-
category = baptised; and period, 1800-1899.  
 
Step 3: We know the church: Trondheim/Vår Frue Kirke. Only one register 
fits that church and 1875. Click that link.  
 
Step 4: Now we are at the computer search. Under “new person search”, 
choose A = Given Name; B = starts with; and C = ei. Click Search. There 
are 34 possibilities.  
 
Step 5: Under “new person search”, choose A = Year of Birth; B = equals; 
and C = 1875. Click Search. Results = 3. The third is our Einar. Here you 
see a summary of the baptism record.  
 
Step 6: Click number 59 under Page. You are now at the same birth and 
baptism record as with the other more complicated search process. 
 
Source information: Sør-Trøndelag county, Vår Frue kirke in Trondheim, Parish register 
(official) nr. 602A16 (1873-1879), Birth and baptism records 1875, page 59.  
Permanent pagelink: 
http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read?idx_kildeid=3031&idx_id=3031&uid=ny&idx_si
de=-62 
Permanent imagelink: http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:NBN:no-a1450-
kb20060126030123.jpg  
 
Here we have the same record as found by the earlier combination process of 
locate parish and parish register and then review by page and year. Both 
records are found in the same church book.  This process is easier and faster 
IF the record you search is among those set up for computer search.  
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Digitalarkivet: Database Selector Search 
 

Step 1: Go to: http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629  
 

Step 2: Click on “The Database Selector” under Find Sources. Links on the 
Digitalarkivet Home Page, under Shortcuts, are just organized differently. In 
all cases, the source data is the same. 
 
Step 3: Initial selections. Under Database Selector, selection groups are for 
County, Source Category and Period. These are always there at the start, but 
may expand. 
 
Step 4: Continue the Search (by example). Choose “Emigrants” under 
Source Category. This is ship records for Norwegians who came to America. 
The task, “drill down” from the total number of records in the data base to 
the record you want. Do the following: 
 
Step 5: Choose Sub-category = Registers.  Result = list of port of departure 
registers for all of Norway. 
 
Step 6: Choose  the only option under Sør Trøndelag.  
 
Step 7: In New Person Search, choose A = Given Name  |  B = starts with  |  
C = ein and click SEARCH. We search for an Einar Wullum. Now we have 
918 possibilities, or, close. 
 
Step 8: In the new New Person Search, choose A = Last Name  |  B = starts 
with  |  C = wu . Result = 3 possibilities and the Einar Wullum we search 
may have traveled to America, twice. The man we search for is a son of 
Edvard. Thus, Einar Edvards. Wullum. Click on the number in far left 
column to get names of others on the same ship and more. 
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Digitalarkivet: Supplemental Resources 
 

Following are a two resources which aide a Digitalarkivet search. These 
resources have their own WEB sites: 

 
Norwegian-American Dictionary 
http://home.online.no/~otjoerge/files/word.htm 
 
This on line dictionary is a good Norwegian to English word translator. It 
includes many words found in Norwegian documents. It is composed by a 
well-regarded Norway resident and genealogist. There is no cost.  
 
If you can’t find the word translation in this dicionary, or need other help, 
then post an inquiry on the following service: Norway List.   
 
Norway List Volunteer Services 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/NorwayList.htm 
 
Norway List is all about volunteer genealogists helping each other and us to 
locate ancestors in Norway records. I encourage you to use this service. 
 
For purposes of using the Digitalarkivet tool these researchers stand ready to 
respond to any inquiry by Email, be it to answer a question or to translate a 
record.  No question is too tough for these people who live in the United 
States, Canada, Norway, Australia and other parts of the world. Free service! 
 
Subscribe and fully participate in this service, or, browse or search and 
search email archives.   
 
I hope this paper helps you with your family search through Digitalarkivet.  
 
Fred Matson  
Email: norhemian@comcast.net 
Oakdale, MN 


