
Norwegian Research on Line 
 

 

 

 

There are a number of excellent materials available online for your study and the number of 

Norwegian resources available online for research increases almost daily. Study, practice, enjoy! 

 

Ancestors From Norway articles 

(http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/articles.html) 

Portal to Norway research guidance of LDS Family History Library  

(https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Norway) 

Tips on Using Digitalarkivet (http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/DigitalArchives.html) 

Norwegian census abbreviations 

(http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/census_abbreviations.html) 

Norwegian censuses on NHDC website, instructions included 

(http://www.rhd.uit.no/indexeng.html) 

 

Links and more links about Norway and Norwegian genealogy 

(http://www.cyndislist.com/norway.htm) 

 

Help for translating many of your finds (http://home.online.no/~otjoerge/files/word.htm) 

 

Online study material to learn about Norwegian naming practices and patterns.  

(http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/na12.html) 

(http://www.nndata.no/home/jborgos/names.htm) 

(http://www.norwayheritage.com/norwegian-names.htm) 

(http://www.nndata.no/home/jborgos/farms.htm) 

 

Norwegian censuses of 1910, 1900, 1875 (only partially online), 1865 and 1801 are free online 

as searchable databases.  Two web sites with different search functions and strengths can be 

used: 

 

(http://www.rhd.uit.no/indexeng.html) NHDC WEB Site, University of Tromsø, Norway. The 

direct link to their census search site is: 

(http://www.rhd.uit.no/folketellinger/folketellinger_e.aspx)  

This is the easier of the two WEB sites to navigate for census search. Because it is easier it has 

its advantages and limitations when compared to the 2
nd

 option, Digitalarkivet.   

 

The second search location for census is Digitalarkivet, Norwegian archives: 

(http://arkivverket.no/eng/content/view/full/629)  

This is a somewhat more difficult site to navigate for census search until one has experience. 

 

In addition to census records, Digitalarkivet (above link) features scanned church records and 

other scanned documents for all of Norway.  

 



The scanned church records, actual pictures, are of original and duplicate records and these 

pictures are taken directly from parish (church) original and duplicate record books. You may 

copy, print or save files for any of these records. Links to the documents may be saved and 

shared to assist with your research. 

 

The detail available in these extensive parish church records (digitized parish registers) is a 

marvelous gift from Norway. Since November 2005, Digitalarkivet staff and volunteers have 

been scanning and posting images of Norwegian parish church records for anyone with Internet 

access to use. Some but not all of these parish records are currently searchable by name. The 

plan is to scan all available parish records and have them searchable. The effort to make more 

and more Norwegian documents available to family researchers through the Internet, continues. 

This information is free. But you must do the research.  

 

Digitalarkivet WEB Site has been in transition mode for a few years and continues to be 

modified with time. Depending upon information type, Digitalarkivet material is viewed and 

searched in one of two formats. Only in the last year or so have they moved to a new search 

format for recent available 1910 and 1865 census. They have begun to apply the new search 

format to other older census data but old formats will remain in use until replaced. You will 

notice the different look and function depending upon your search. Regardless, the source data is 

the same. Help and other links to assist with your search are at the Digitalarkivet HOME page 

link (see above) and also at pages for various data search types.  

 

Digitalarkivet is a key resource for Norwegian ancestor research. As you learn this resource, 

keep in mind that both professional and hobby genealogists use Digitalarkivet material and tools. 

While the very experienced will logically be more proficient in the use of the resource, the same 

data available to the professional is available to the hobby genealogist. 

 

More resources: 

 

Good information about translating the formats of Norwegian parish church records during 

various time periods, many of the basic terms used and understanding how to use the information 

should be studied at this web site - 

(http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~norway/na20.html) 

 

Norway has a tradition of publishing history and genealogy books for many rural districts of the 

country called 'bygdebøker'.  You might be lucky enough to have had ancestors from one of the 

areas which has one or more good 'bygdebøker' published about it. 

Learn about 'bygdebøker'  (http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/bygdebok.html) 

Bygdebøker and Ættarbøker can be helpful but are definitely secondary sources of information -- 

any research done in them should be verified in the primary sources such as the parish church 

records. 

 

Maps and Info: 

http://www.borgos.nndata.no/Norge.htm    

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~norway/NorMap1.html  


